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Psychology I  Study Guide

Chapter 1  The Field of Psychology
Defining Psychology:
Behavior refers to 

Mental processes includes 


Example: 
Theory—

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]
A theory is something like a tree, and its branches and leaves are testable ideas or assumptions.   Think of psychological theories as particularly gnarly trees with many branches and leaves, as so many variables affect human behavior. 

Psychologists—2 Basic Types:

1. Research Psychologists-

2. Applied Psychologists-
4 Goals of Psychology:

1.  

· Symptoms of Schizophrenia—delusions, hallucinations, withdrawal, etc.

· Dopamine hypothesis

· Use knowledge from other schizophrenic patients to understand course/development of disease.

4.  

· Anti-psychotic medication.

History of Psychology

Before psychology became a science, many strange theories existed concerning personality.

· More advanced civilizations started to look for physical causes of  mental  disorders.
· Phrenology developed in the 1700’s—
***Psychology as the scientific study of human behavior is about ____ years old!!!

  Psychology as Science (beginning late 1800’s):

· Darwin’s observations about the connection between animal and human behavior set the stage for psychologists to conduct experiments.

Three Early Theorists:
1.  Wilhelm Wundt

2.     William James
3.     Edward Bradford Titchener
Present-Day Psychology

Eclecticism




Advantages:

Definition:


















Disadvantages:

The main difference among the modern schools of psychological thought is the way in which they view human nature and its determinants:

Nature vs. Nurture

The main debate in psychology today!
Applying Psychology to Life:  Careers in Psychology

· Many jobs in psychology require an advanced degree—either an M.A.—2 years beyond a B.A. (the “normal” 4 years), or a doctorate—4-5 years beyond.  Teaching careers are also available in any of the following areas.
· The greatest proportion of psychologists work in some type of educational setting.
Types of careers:
1. Clinical/Counseling Psychologists

Who they work with—

What they do—

Where they work—

2. School/Educational Psychologists

Who they work with—

What they do—

Where they work—

3. Environmental Psychologists

Who they work with—

What they do—

Where they work—

4. Developmental/Child Psychologists

Who they work with—

What they do—

Where they work—

5. Industrial Psychologists

Who they work with—

What they do—

Where they work—

6. Engineering Psychologists

Who they work with—

What they do—

Where they work—

7. Experimental Psychologists

Who they work with—

What they do—

Where they work—
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