Delivering Knockout Endings
Not sure how to end your story?  Here are some ideas…

· Keep your reader guessing – Will the Lead character fight or run away?  Will the forces gathered against the Lead simply be too much for her to face?  Keep the Lead up against the ropes until the very end.  Only when she reached deep within herself and makes her move will the knockout blow be thrown.

· Add an Ah! – Once the knockout blow is delivered, include a scene where something in the Lead’s personal life is resolved.

· Add an Uh-Oh! – Leave the reader with a sense of fear or foreboding, wondering if things are really over.

· Use a basic ending; or make a basic ending more complex – There are three types of basic endings:

(1) Positive Ending, where the Lead gets his objective

(2) Ambiguous Ending, where we don’t know if the Lead will get his desire

(3) Negative Ending, where the Lead doesn’t get what he wants

To make these more complex, you could have the Lead get what he wants, only to learn that the end result is bad.  Or the Lead could not get what he wants, but the end result is good.

· Have your protagonist make a sacrifice – When someone sacrifices himself for the good of someone else, that is powerful on a gut level.  In a final choice ending, the hero faces a terrible decision.  He can get what he wants but at a moral cost, or he can do the right thing but lose what he’s hoped for throughout the story.  In a final battle ending, the hero sacrifices his own safety to stay and fight, even though he knows he is probably going to lose.

· Twist ending – Take a few minutes to brainstorm lots of different endings before wrapping up your story.  Take the best four and deepen them a little.  Then choose the one that seems most surprising or like the best twist.

· Use effective language, dialogue, or description to give the last page “resonance.” – “Resonance” is a musical term that refers to holding of a sound that is pleasing to the ear.  It’s the last note of a magnificent symphony echoing in the air, giving the final emotional “oomph” to the piece.  

The “Name the Ending” Game
Can you identify what type of ending each of these authors is using?

1.  At the end of Midnight by Dean Koontz, Sam Booker has brought down the villain’s evil plan.  But the book ends with Sam returning to try to make amends with his rebellious son.  Sam embraces him, and even though their issues aren’t resolved, at least the process has begun.  “That was the wonderful thing,” the book’s last line reads.  “It had begun.”

2.  In the movie Casablanca, Rick Blaine wants Ilsa, who is married to war hero Lazlo.  By the end of the film, Rick can have Ilsa; she’s consented to go away with him, but Rick gives her up and insists she go off with her husband while he stays behind to help with the war effort.
3.  In Stephen King’s The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon, the rescued girl, Trisha, taps the visor of her cap and points her index finger up at the ceiling, just like her baseball hero does to thank God after a big play.  It’s a gesture that has been described in the book several times and thus resonates with the audience.

4.  At the end of Gone With the Wind, Scarlett O’Hara finally realizes it is her husband Rhett who she has been in love with all along.  But it is too late; he is tired of her always looking for someone better and leaves her just as she realizes what she really wants.

5.  The novel Embryo by Charlie Wilson tells the story of a mad doctor who uses a process to give children life outside a mother’s womb.  They become evil children who actually smile when contemplating how bad they can be.  At the end, the hero and love interest end up with what they think is a normal child.  But at the very end, as the little girl, Pauline, is alone outside, she lights a match and throws it, where it lands on her dog’s back.  “Pauline realized what she had done and looked sad for a moment.  And then she smiled.”

6.  “The Scarlet Ibis” ends with the narrator holding the dead body of his little brother whom he had just abandoned, where he tells us, “For a long, long time, it seemed forever, I lay there crying, sheltering my fallen scarlet ibis from the heresy of rain.”

7.  Right after General Zaroff says to Rainsford in “The Most Dangerous Game” that one of them will “furnish a repast for the hounds” and the other “will sleep in this very excellent bed,” the narrator says, “He had never slept in a better bed, Rainsford decided.

8.  In the last episode of the TV series Alias, the villain of the series, Arvin Sloan, finds the secret to eternal life that he’s been searching for during the entire series, only to be trapped under millions of tons of rubble during a cave in.

9. At the end of Simon Birch, after Simon’s heroic but tragic death, the main character explains that if none of this had happened, he would never have been adopted by Ben Goodrich or come to believe in God.
10. In Saving Private Ryan, Tom Hanks’s character, Capt. Miller, decides to face an overwhelming number of German troops with few soldiers and almost no ammunition to attempt to keep a key bridge out of German control and to make sure that Private Ryan makes it safely back home.
