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Moral Development Worksheet—Sam’s Dilemma 

Sam Clark and his wife Maxine have been happily married for 35 years.  Recently Maxine has been diagnosed with a terminal form of cancer.  The only possibility for her treatment is a new experimental drug developed by Dr. Seymour J. Allen.  The Clarks visit Dr. Allen.  Dr. Allen examines Maxine and feels his treatment would be beneficial in her case.  Dr. Allen states that the cost of the treatment would be approximately $25,000 per year.  Since this is an experimental treatment, the Clark’s insurance company will not pay for it.  Sam explains this fact to Dr. Allen, but Dr. Allen refuses to give Maxine the medicine without payment.  Dr. Allen states, “I have been working on this breakthrough for 15 years.”  He has both time and money invested in his project which must be recouped.  Dr. Allen is unyielding.  Two weeks later Sam Clark breaks into Dr. Allen’s office and steals the medicine needed for his wife’s treatment.  

Question:  Was Sam Clark’s action in stealing the medicine from Dr. Allen justified?

Using Kohlberg’s stages of moral development, explain how an individual at each stage would respond to the above question and give reasons for that response.





Response




Reason

Stage 0   

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Stage 4

Stage5

Stage 6

Questions to Consider Regarding Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Development

1. Kohlberg believes that some people get “stuck” in the early stages, never reaching level III.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

2. Respond to the following statement:  “In their struggle for survival, members of low socioeconomic classes are less likely than others to reach level III.”

3. Respond to the following statement:  “In their struggle to acquire goods and compete against others, members of higher socioeconomic groups are less likely than others to achieve level III.”

