To Kill a Mockingbird

Reading Assignment Due Dates and Words That May Be Unfamiliar
Chapter 1: Due ______________________________
assuaged (3) – made less severe; eased

taciturn (4) – silent; not inclined to talk

unsullied (5) – undefiled; untainted; unspoiled

repertoire (8) – skills or accomplishments a person possesses (the songs you play on a musical instrument are part of your repertoire on that instrument)

vapid (8) – lacking liveliness, zest, or interest; flat

malevolent (8) – having ill will; malicious

predilection (9) – disposition in favor of something; preference

nebulous (11) – lacking definite form or limits; vague

Chapters 2 – 3: Due ______________________________
condescended (15) – did something seen as beneath one’s dignity

indigenous (16) – native; being from a certain place

illicitly (17) - unlawfully

entailment (20) – a restriction on who can inherit someone’s property

sojourn (22) – a temporary stay

expounding (24) – giving a detailed statement; explaining

iniquities (25) – wickedness; sinfulness

contemptuous (27) – openly disrespectful

contentious (27) - disruptive

fractious (29) – unruly; irritable

disapprobation (31) – disapproval; condemnation

Chapters 4 – 5: Due ______________________________
auspicious (32) – favorable; prosperous

scuppernongs (35) – yellowish-green, plum flavored fruit (like a grape)

arbitrated (37) – judged 

mortifying (38) – shameful; humiliating

benign (42) – of a kind disposition; not harmful

tacit (42) – not spoken; implied from one’s actions; assumed

benevolence (43) – charitable good nature

morbid (43) – related to disease; preoccupied with unwholesome things (like death)

placidly (46) – with an outward calm; peacefully

asinine (49) – stupid; silly

edification (49) – instruction to encourage moral improvement

Chapters 6 – 8: Due ______________________________
malignant (55) – highly dangerous

ascertaining (61) – discovering through investigation; finding out

aberrations (63) – deviations from the normal; blurring or distortions of an image

morphodite (68) – Scout’s misunderstanding of a word that means a combination of diverse elements

Chapters 9 – 10: Due ______________________________
ingenuous (77) – without sophistication; artless

analogous (77) – alike in certain ways (it would be easy to make an analogy between two analogous things)

innate (78) – inborn; inherent

guilelessness (80) – being without deceit or craftiness

obstreperous (85) – noisily defiant; unruly

mausoleum (90) – large stately tomb

erratically (93) - irregularly

alist (95) – leaning to one side

vehemently (95) – ardently; with forceful expression or emotion

Chapter 11: Due ______________________________
passé (99) – out-of-date; old fashioned

apoplectic (100) – related to a sudden loss of muscle control or seizures

philippic (102) – passionate speech to arouse opposition; tirade

degeneration (102) – deterioration or decay

umbrage (102) – offense; resentment

rectitude (102) – moral uprightness

interdict (102) – a prohibition

calomel (105) – white, tasteless compound used as a purgative (to make you puke)

beholden (111) – obliged; indebted

Chapters 12 – 16: Due ______________________________
habiliments (117) – clothes typical of an office, rank, or position

contemptuously (119) – scornfully 

tedious (124) – tiresome, boring

novel (125) – new or unusual

formidable (128) – arousing dread or awe; difficult to support

incestuous (130) – dealing with inappropriate relations between close family members

obliquely (130) – indirectly or evasively (literally, with a slant or slope)

caste system (131) – system of dividing society

carnal (135) – relating to the desires of the flesh; not spiritual

pensive (135) – sadly thoughtful; reflective

venue (145) – place from which a jury is called and where a trial must be held

venerable (150) – worthy of respect because of dignity, position, or age

acquiescence (152) – consent given without protest

aggregation (154) – collection; a whole from gathered elements

encumbered (155) – weighed down; burdened

fey (156) – able to see into the future; visionary

conceded (157) – accepted as true; acknowledged; admitted

elucidate (160) – make clear; explain

sundry (162) – miscellaneous; various
Chapters 17 – 22: Due ______________________________

convened (166) – came or met together

terse (168) – short; concise

congenital (170) – existing at birth

acrimonious (171) – having a harsh or biting sharpness, especially of words or manner

quelling (173) – thoroughly overwhelming or putting down by force

dictum (173) – a formal pronouncement of a position, idea, or opinion

import (174) – significance (as in important)

tenet (177) – a principle or belief generally held to be true

mollified (180) – calmed; softened or eased

volition (192) – an act of the will; conscious choice

expunge (196) – to strike out or erase

perpetrated (201) – committed 

aridity (203) – dryness; lifelessness; dullness

unmitigated temerity (204) – absolute rashness

acquit (207) – to find not guilty

feral (214) – characteristic of a wild animal; savage

Chapters 23 – 31: Due ______________________________
furtive (218) – stealthy 

adamant (220) – unyielding; inflexible

charlotte (227) – dessert with fruit filling, whipped cream, or custard over cake or strips of bread

impertinence (230) – impudence; insolence

duress (230) – constraint by threat; coercion

bovine (232) – cow-like

brevity (233) – briefness

demise (241) – death 

recluse (242) – one who lives in solitude or seclusion

blandly (271) – with a moderate, tranquil, or unemotional quality

connived (273) – cooperated secretly; conspired

To Kill a Mockingbird

Reading Log Assignment Description

During our reading of this novel, you will be required to maintain a reading log to record impressions of, responses to, and reflections on each section at the conclusion of your reading.  These logs should be useful to you in several ways.  

First, they will help you to notice what you notice as you read—the first step toward becoming an independent and powerful reader.  Recording what you notice in your log will also help you discover the value of your own impressions, observations, questions, and other responses as starting points for the discussions we will have together.  

Your log will also provide you with a place to do some low-stakes writing, experimenting with new ways to talk about literature without being “graded down” as you practice and improve.  

Finally the responses, reflections, and experiments recorded in your log will serve as a reservoir of ideas and first-draft writing you can draw upon for more formal writing you will be asked to do during the semester.  

Although your log is largely a private document, written primarily for your own use, you will be asked occasionally to share some entries with classmates and to allow your teacher to see your logging work.  Your log entries will therefore document your reading for this novel.
Your log will be of most use to you as a resource and as a record of your reading if you carefully date each entry and make it clear what part of the book you are writing about.  Each entry should be approximately a paragraph to a half-page in length.  They shouldn’t take more than five minutes to write each time.  So that you might periodically turn in sections of your log, a loose lead binder will probably work best, though a notebook with pages that can be easily torn out would work, too.

Here are some “moves” that you might consider using when you’re writing a reading log:

· Identify vocabulary words that are unfamiliar to you as you read

· Ask questions that you had during the reading

· Make observations about what you read

· Tell about personal connections you made to the reading

· Point out key phrases, lines, or paragraphs and why you thought they were important

· Anything else you want to make note of about your reading
