Ways to Talk about Revision

Surface

               vs.



Deeper


STAR Revision Method



As you hear a conversation about a piece of writing, make notes in the boxes along the bottom about which of the comments fit each of the STAR categories.


Changing a


word


phrase


sentence





Changing the


focus of the piece


purpose of the piece


sequence of the piece


discourse (the type of language used)


point of view





S


(Substitute)





Replace:


overused words


weak verbs with strong verbs


weak adjectives with strong adjectives


common nouns with proper nouns


“dead” words





T


(Take things out)





A


(Add)





R


(Rearrange)





Take out::


unnecessary repetitions


unimportant or irrelevant information


parts that might not belong in this particular piece





Add:


detail


description


new information


figurative language


development


clarification of meaning


expanded ideas





Rearrange:


the sequence to produce a desired effect


the order for a more logical flow





Rearrange:


the sequence to produce a desired effect


the order for a more logical flow





Add:


detail


description


new information


figurative language


development


clarification of meaning


expanded ideas





Take out::


unnecessary repetitions


unimportant or irrelevant information


parts that might not belong in this particular piece





R


(Rearrange)





A


(Add)





T


(Take things out)





Replace:


overused words


weak verbs with strong verbs


weak adjectives with strong adjectives


common nouns with proper nouns


“dead” words





S


(Substitute)








